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liberal-democratic with elements of peasant cooperation as well as a socialist element, which would certainly be very strong in the West, or semi-Communist, or a hybrid regime, with probably more emphasis on the workers in the West, and on the peasants in the East. In such an event federation will be likely and necessary if the specific character of the national experiments is to be preserved. But if the evolution in the various parts of the territory takes different courses, either because of a Rumanian and Bulgarian desire to join the U.S.S.R., or because the collapse of the present regimes starts with the establishment of a Southern Slav federation which may not be inclined to join with its Northern neighbours, the question would arise whether Austria, Czechoslovakia and Hungary would still like to federate.1 There would be strong arguments in favour of such a course if the systems evolved in all three of them were somewhat similar. No one can foretell to-day whether this will be so. Only hypothetical discussions of Danubian federation are therefore possible. But should such a federation arise, after more than a quarter of a century of independent development of the states concerned, it would be of high theoretical interest as an instance of federation between states the independence of which was not merely ephemeral.
1 See Keeton-Schlesinger, op. a/., pp. 136-7,